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NEW YEAR’S SALUTATION. 


‘¢ He is a happy man, whose life ev’n now 
Shows somewhat of that happier life to come.” 


In making the annual introduction of a new volume of this 
little work, let the Editor be permitted affectionately to wish 
his young friends, “A nappy New Year.” ‘The customary 
interchange of this pleasaut wish, gives conviviality to many 
a heart, that is little susceptible of the enjoyment of true hap- 
| pimess. This is the grand prize which excites the ardent 
pursuit of all. And though many and various are the ways 
in which the pursuit is maintained, yet the object is one. It 
isan innocent and laudable object, approbated, and even 
commanded by our benificent Creator, who is himself the 
author, and only source of true happiness.. His benevolence 
towards us has, from the beginning, been evinced by the 
most stupendous acts of goodness and love. Man’s original 
formation in his own image certainly evinced it, But since 
our guilty loss of this image and likeness, what a glorious 
confirmation has it received in the wonderful plan of redemp- 
ition by Christ. ‘This has unfolded benevolence, incompre- 
hensible to any, but his own infinite mind. But, alas! the 
fall has so corrupted ou¥ taste for happiness, that it is in vain, 
ior the most part, that the choicest treasures of heaven have 
been bestowed. it is in vain that God has given a special 
revelation to war us of our mistaken notions, and shew us, 
that the way in which our wayward passions would lead us, 
snot to happiness, but to misery. ‘Lo thousands it is im 
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vain that the voice of infinite love is continually calling aftex 
them, and saying, “this is the way, walk ye therein.” So 
artfully are the paths ef the destroyer strewed with flowers, so 
sweet the alluring voice of sensual pleasure, and so strong the 
pre-disposition ef the heart to her suggestions, that the ac- 
cents oi divine mercy die away upon the empty air. 


‘‘T see that all are wand’rers, gone astray, 
Each in his own delusions; they are lost 

In chase of fancied happiness, still woo’d 

And never won. Dream after dream ensues! 
And still they dream that they shail still succeed, 
And still are disappointed. Rings the world 
With the vain stir, i sum up half mankind, 

And add two thirds of the remaining half, 

And find the total of their hopes and fears 
Dreams, empty dreams : 





The New Year’s wish is too generally expressed in rela- 
tion only to sources of earthly happiness. But christian 
friends, though they should by no means undervalue any of 
the kind bestowments of their heavenly Father, will more 
particular ly desire for each other, heavenly things in Christ 
Jesus. These will yield increasing happiness for ever, when 
ihe noblest things of time shall be as though they had never 
been. 

Yes my young friends, I wish you as happy in the good 
things of the present w orld, as will be best for the higher in- 
terests of the future. The pleasures of sense are innocent, 
when indulged within the sacred boundary of christian moral- 
ity. Wemay use the world, but it must be as not abusing it. 
There is no safety in the indulgence of pleasures, that are not 
regulated by fixed principles of piety. What youth, who re- 
alizes that the miseries of poverty and disgrace, of disease 
and untimely death, are usually in consequence of excess in 
sensual pleasures, will not beware of encroaching upon the 
restrictions of temperance and sobriety. 

But we are distinguished by the possession of faculties, in- 
finitely superior to those of sense, in the improvement, and in- 
dulgence of which, excess is a virtue. To intellectual and 
moral dowmanis, we owe our eminence in the scale of be: 
ing. It is these, which make us but a little lower than the 
angels, and crown us with glory, and honour, and immortali- 
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iy. By these we have access to a variety of the most lux- 
uriant, pure, sublime. and holy pleasures. Such is the mu- 
nificence with which our bounteous God has provided for the 
happiness of intelligent beings. Allearth, and all heaven, all 
the glory of his works and word, and himself the glory of 
them all. Inall this rich plenitude, may my youthful friends 
be happy. But most of all, [ wish you happy in that sincere 
piety of heart to God, that. saving knowledge of Christ, and 
that growth in all the graces of the divine spirit, which will 
soothe the sorrows of life, disarm death of its sting, and give 
an abundant entrance into the glory of heaven 
The present period is remarkably distinguished for the 

prosperity of Zion. The wisdom, the piety, and the benev- 
olence of all countries, are now most nobly exerted in pro-. 
moting the salvation of the world, and the glory of God. A 
— impulse has, for several years, been felt throughout the 
christian church, and prompted toa most illustrious: career of 
benevolent exertion ‘The variety . dignity, and noultitude of 
institutions, which are so obviously hastening the promised 
day of universal happiness, affects the heart of the ¢ christian 
philanthropist with the most exquisite pleasure. To glance 
over the rich’ pages of the reports of the grand national Bible 
Societies, to notice what an increasing number cf auxiliaries” 
are ani aually attached, and see how extensively they are dif- 
fusing the word of life—to read the very intere sting , journals 
of missionaries, gone intoall parts ofthe earth with the bless. 
ed story of the ‘gospel, and learn how maby wildernesses: it 
bas decked with the buds and blossoms of tac Rose of Shavon 

-to behold the great work of redeeming love thus swiftly ad- 
vancing to its blissful consummation, affords a hi: appiness, 
the same in kind, as that which glows in the bosom of ana- 
vels. In this elevated happiness, may you mosi largely 
share IT cannoi retrain my gratulations that you live ina 
time to witness these glorious precinets of the millenial day. 
But a privilege beyond this is assigned you. You may your- 

sclyes unite in this noble cause, and be co-workers even With 
the triune God. This is honour and bappen ess the angels 
have not. With holy admiration they desire to look inte 
these things ¢° but you may act, you may bear an honourable 


: an’? distinguished part in the mighty drama. They may on- 
tne 


tall: 


ly gaze with admiration, while you may have the henoar of 
1* 
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discharging the princely offices of Christ’s kingdom, appoint- 
ed by the King of Kings, and Lord of Lord’s. What hon- 
our, what happiness is this! My dear young friends, what 
higher good can my best wishes propose for you? May 
it all be yours in great perfection here, and in heaven hereaf- 
ter may it be crowned with those joys which “eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived.” 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
MEMOIRS OF ISAAC T. PACKARD. 


SHORT SKETCH OF HIS LIFE. 


Tsaac T. Pacxann, the son of a clergyman, was born 
June 27,1804. He has left parents, and one brother older, 
and six sisters younger than himself, to mourn for him ; be- 
ing the first of the family which consisted of ten, who was 
called to die. 

He early had advantages for common school education, 
and diligently and successfully improved them. At the age 
of five, he was able to read intelligibly and correctly ; and 
from that time, for several years, read the Bible, especially 
the New Testament, almost incessantly. This seemed to be 
one ameng his choice amusements, so that when disappointed 
in any of his childish plays and calculations, he would resoit 
to his Bible for relief. 

While thus reading the scriptures through in course a num- 
ber of times, he appeared to “retain in mind, to an unusual 
degree considering his age, what he had read. His memory 
was tenacious and promising. It was especially pleasing to 
his. parents to observe, that when any nolzceable scripture was 
repeated, he was, frequently able to name the book, the chap- 
ter, and sometimes the verse in which it was recorded. This 
kind of knowledge, acquired at the time by the influence of 
childish ambition, was, unquestionably, of material.use to him 
afterwards, when he became disposed to read the Word of 
God with better mstives. 

After he was about aine years old, his attention and attach- 
ment to the scriptures, for a number of years, seemed to be 
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diminished. He had, however,an unabating thirst for knowl- 
edge; he was anxions to be acquainted with every new pub- 
lication ; and scarcely any books or circulating pamphlets 
which’ came in his way, escaped his perusal. 

His reading was more generally on subjects of a religious 
kind ; because books of that description were more generally 
at his command. Within several years past, he has been 
particularly attentive to all those publications, which respeet 
charitable objects: and missionary eflortsand movements On 
these subjects, it is soberly thought not too much to say, that 
he had acquired more general and particular information than 
almost any person in the place. 

He has, from a child, discovered a strong and steady inclinas 
ion to acquire a public education; and several years since 
was permitted to commence the preparatory studies ‘These 
he pursued, principally, without the aid of regular instruction. 
During the summer past, he has spent a number of weeks in 
the study of the languages, under the direction of the Rev, 
Moses Hallock, of Plainfield, whose representation is, that 
his progress was good, and his genius promising. He had 
become well acquainted with the principal part of those pres 
paratory studies, which are deemed necessary in order for ad- 
mission into college. 

Notwithstanding his eager pursuit of these studies, when 
Sabbath schools were instituted, he was highly gratified, and 
became much engaged to premote them. On these he regu- 
larly attended ever after, whenever his situation would allow, 
as l:ng as he lived. In this way he obtained considerable 
Bible knowledge. 

Ever after study became his main object, he exhibited a 
Strong and persevering inclination to become a good writer. 
{n this he was indulged; and for his benefit iis writings were 
sometimes reviewed and corrected. Some of these youthiul 
productions were interesting, siiewed considerable strength of 
miad and aptness of thought, and afforded hopefully indica- 
tions of ripening genius “and future usefulness. T he com- 
positions, however, which bear date with the last year of his 
lite, and which were all on religious subjects, were , obviously, 
his best. The reason is evident—his mind had then ac quir- 
ed ereater maturity, and these subjects then more habitually 
occupied his mind, and strongly interested his feelings, 
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In relation to his disposition and moral habits as he grew 
up into tife, he discovered nothing, which peculiarly distin. 
guished him from other young persons of nis years. He was 
ready in his apprehensions, live!) in his feelings, aud free and 
familiar in conversation. Habiiually full of youthful vivaci- 
ty, without any embarrassing timidity, he was cliecertul, pleas- 
ant. found of company, and attached to amusements. In his 
natural disposition h: was mip and compliant, readily y ield- 
ing to parental authority and government. Nor was he defi- 
client in that dutiful respect to his parents, aud that affection- 
ate regard to his brother and sisters, which naturally spring 
from the idea of kindred reijation in # family, and are strength- 
ened and improved by education and habit. As he advane- 
ed in years, nv prominent vices, such as lying, stealing, or pro- 
faneness, mavked his life. Such were his habits and his gen- 
eral course of conduct and behaviour, that in the common ac- 
ceptation of the term, his character was fair, and that of a mor- 
al youth. 

His fond parents beheld his advancing years and r'pen.ing 
genius with tender se nsibility, with mingled emotions of hope 
-_ fear. Believing in the doctrines of grace, that a real 

-hange of heart by the divine 8 pirit is essential to that “ Ho- 
lines without which no man shail see the Lord,” that “ ex- 
cept a man be bern again he cannot see the kingdom of God,” 
they were anxious to discover in him some evidence of real 
religion, or some promising indication of religious feelin’, of 
convictive fea: ‘s, or of sober concern for his everlasting wel- 
fare. But they watched and hoped i in vain, until he wes a. 
bout fifteen years of age; when it pleased God, in merey. to 
visitthe place with some svecial dews of heave nly influence. 
Ai that time, it appears, that his cuilty slumbering in a state 
of sin and unbelief, was disturbed, his attention arrested, bis 
feaxs ef future evil alarmed, and “the one thing needtul’ be- 
came ihe main object of his concern and pursuit. He then 
became seriously eneaged to read the scrij tures much, to at- 
tend all the stated means of grace, and, when consistent, all 
occasional meetings for special! Prayer and religious couter- 
ence. 

I'rcm that time forward, the general course of his life and 
con\«rsation assumed a different appearance, and became of 
a more serious and religious cast. He said very little, how- 
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ever, as to the state of his own mind, except to some particu- 
lar christian friends. Still it became apparent after a num- 
ber of months, that he indulged a hope in Christ, attended 
with many doubts and strong fears. ‘These doubts ‘and fears, 
probably, were the reason which prevented his making a 
public profession of religion, which he ever viewed a solemn 
transaction. It is ascertained that he habituated himself to 
maintain secret prayer ; and for a number of months before » 
he died, in the absence of his father, which was*frequent, he 
consented to lead morning and evening in family devotion. 

That he had a kind of religion which reached the heart, 
inclining him to hate sin, to fear God, to trust in Christ alone 
for salva ation, and to love duty, in distinction from that, which 
spends itself in cold speculations of the head, or in some out- 
ward appearances to be seen of men, there is, at least, some 
reason to hope. His affectionate relatives thus mourn “ not 
as those who have no hope.” They “sing of mercy and 
judgment.” ‘To the God of grace, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, be all the praise, that this pleasant, this precious in- 
gredient is found in the cup of their affliction. 


HIS DIARY. 


This Diary which he had secretly kept, was found among 
his papers the day after his interment. 

“ July 23,1819. This day If will set about the concerns 
of the eternal world, God assisting, about the things which 
pertain to my everlasting peace. I will resolve to serve the 
Lord from thisday henceforth, and forever. 

I will endeavour to seek the Lord while he may be found 5 
for **now is the accepted time,” if ever—for now the Holy 
Spirit begins to be poured out upon this place—tor “ now is 


the day of salvation.” But 1 am afraid Ll am not one of the 


elect—and that the Lord will see fit, in his just anger, to pass 
me by, and let me go on in the way which I choose. 

And now, if I pass this opportunity in a stupid and insen- 
sible manner, as I fear I shall, there is great, there is great 
probability, 1 shall never see another such—but that death 
will overtake me in this state of sin, and I shall be cons:zned 
overto blackness and darkness, “ whe:e the worm ¢ieti: not, 
and the fire is not ghenched.”—And ¢hen shall Ll think of my 
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past opportunities which I have abused ; and then shall I say, 
“the harvest is past and the summer is ended, and I am not 
saved ” O what will be my horror, when I awake in that pit 
of despair, where the least ray of hope can never penetrate | 

July 24, 1519. It appears to me that there is not any 
one, who has a heart so stupid and insensible as I have. 0 
it is as hard as a stone of adamant. 

July 20, 1819. QO awtul dreadful—beyond description! 
My heart hardens every moment! It is a wonder of mercy 
and condescension that I was not cut off before this time, and 
consigned over where hope never comes. I ought to be tru- 
ly thankful from my heart, that the Lord, in his infinite good- 
ness, has seen fit to preserve me, a vile—a guilty wretch, so 
long i in this probationary state. O that I might consider my 
ways, and be wise, “before those evil days come, and the 
years draw nigh, when [shall say I have no pleasure in them.” 

Sept. 25, }819. This day our family are engaged in pre- 
paring brother ‘Theophilus for college, where he expects short. 
ly two go. And, O Lord God, wilt thou prepare him, by thy 
Holy Spirit, to serve thee, and to devote himself entirely to 
thee, wnile thou art giving him so many privileges and advan. 


-tagés. Let him not remain careless and seeure amidst so 


many calls and warnings. O Lord, forgive his multiplied 
sins. 

Afternoon. Ihave just received three numbers of the 
Guardian; but I fear they will do me no good. O God, I 
beseech thee, to send down thy Holy Spirit while I am read- 
ing them. 

Nept.26. 1819. This day heard two sermons concerning 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The text was, * Isaich 
xliv. 3. Iwill pour waters upon him that is thirsty, and 
floeds upon the dry ground,” Xe. O may they be made ef- 
fectual, by the Spirit, to awaken and convince many sinners. 

Sept. 27, 1819. I have just separated from my brother 
Theophilus, and I know not but for the last time. ‘This sep- 
aration, therefore, ought tomake me take heed to prepare for 
a onal Separation from all my earthly friends, which must 
shortly take place. 

Uct. 21,1819. I have just returned from a weekly meet- 
ing. Mr. P. Fisk was there, and spoke on the subject of the 
christian warfare. At the close, he says, “ You, my young 
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fiends, who have delayed this work of repentance, will you 
let me expostulate with you? O why this delay ©’ How feel- 
inv were his words—enough, it weuld seem, to awaken the 


é Mensibilities of any heart. But how dull—how stupid—how 
 @pemazingly insensible to the great concern! Why is man so 
| Bbecligent of that soul, which must exist forever! Why am I 
y sufleved to live, when I do thus sin without intermission agaiast 
*) God. who has so kindly preserved me all my life long, who 

has loaded me with favours, and placed me in this part of the 
| Mfchristian world, where the light of the gospel continually 
y shines? Wretched wickedness ! My never dying soul! Aw- 
q pul beyond comparison! Lord, awaken me, I beseech thee, 










from this sinful and stupid slumber. 

Oct.—1819 ‘This day Mr. P. Fisk delivered his fareweli 
discourse from *¢ Acts.xx. 22.” An appropriate text. May 
the Lord accompany that service to many hearts. It drew 
tears from many eyes ; and how joyful the sight, if they were 
really the tears of penitence. 

Oct. 31, 1819. Have again.sat under the droppings of 
¢. gue sanctuary : buta serious question occurs, what goed have 
I reseived from the word which I have heard? This question 
is of solemn import. How shall I answer it? O sad and 
awful! I am constrained to say, I have misimproved it, as I 
-. glave many other opportunities enjoyed, by still remaining un- 
»q Peconciled to God—I am doing despite to the spirit of all 
graee, and casting contempt upon God’s Word and Law. 

Nov. 3, 1819. This day went to Greenfield to hear a 
-j pPedication Sermon from “ Rev. xxii. 9. Worship God.” 
q- @olemn words, and a solemn sermon; but I fear they will 
eave no lasting impression on my mind; for I am hardened 
> 2 sin and iniquity, and am going on in rebellion against God. 
, & Nov. 20,1819. This day attended meeting. At the close 
seventeen persons were propounded for communion in the 
. gChurch. What boundless and amazing condescension in 
_ God, to permit any of the fallen race of Adam toe have, and 
ey 0 profess faith in Christ—as one who has redeemed them— 
p- fps one who has purchased them with a price, even the price 
or ei his own blood. God_ grant that they may live according 
‘to the high vocation wherewith they are called.” 

Dec. 5, 1819. ‘This day have witnessed a solemn trans- 
(tien—saw twenty persons come forward, and openly re- 
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nounce the world, and espouse the religion of Jesus. O won. 
derful condescension in Christ! ’ 

Jan. 1, 1820. Ihave entered on a new year. Another 
year is gone—irrecoverably gone. Whether improved or @; 
not, the deeds of this past year are sealed ‘ip against the judg. 
ment of the great day, and will be exhibited before an as. 
sembled universe. 

Feb. 1,1820. The Lord, in his good providence, has 
preserv edme through another month. How great is his good- 
ness to such a worm of the dust, to one who has never been 
truly thankful for any mercy in his whole life. ‘O God, be 
merciful to me a siuner.””. What awful depravity dwells in ‘0 
the human heart ! What rebellion against our Maker! Why §,; 
is it that God continues such vile creatures in probationary 
time ? It is, verily, “ because he is God and not man, that #,. 





























we are not consumed.” us 
( To be continued. ) ha 

— 
Hi 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. on 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY INSTRUC. 
| TION. ; 


The mind of a little ehild is tender, and may be moulded§}, 
to almost any shape, under the hand of a judicious parent}; 
No one that is in the least acquainted with the human mind, 
when it is just beginnivg to expand its powers, can for a mo- 
ment doubt, that the seasons of childhood are the soft seasons 
of instruction. The mind is then free from prejudice, and 1s 
prepared to receive any truths within the grasp « f its infant 
comprehension. No incredulity opposes the reception 0 
any wnstruetions which are properly given. And here let usf}ji¢ 
pause, and admire the wisdom and the goodness of Provi-B). 
dence. Were not children possessed of a native credulity§y 
—had they not an implicit confidence in their parents, thei 
minds must remain forever in infancy! O that this precious 
gift were less frequently abused—that the world were less, 
perplexed and distracted by groundless prejudices, supersti- 
tious fears, and narrow apprehensions whieh have been 1™ 
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bed in childhood, and handed down to distant ages! How 
gconceivably important that children should receive judi- 
jous instruction—that they should early imbibe elevated and 
nnobling sentiments, and possess enlarged views of their 
(reator, of their fellow-beings, and of their own immortal 
ninds. The importance of early education appears still 
nore forcibly from a consideration of the strength and dura- 
lity of early impressions. Here we behold the truth of 
uspiration: ‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
shen he is old he will not depart from it. A-slight attention 
0 the laws of association, by which the mind is governed, 
vill teach us at once both the power and the durability of the 
impressions which we have received inthe tender, credulous 
years Of childhood. A’simple house-maid perhaps has told 
is that strange noises have been heard, and that apparitions 
have been seen in a certain grave-yard. How did these 
eeming realities shake our tender frames, haunt our imagi- 
ations, and make us tremble at the approach of dusky eve- 
ing !—How difficult have we found it, to prevent these vis- 
vuary, foolish terrors from flitting across the mind; al- 
hough guarded by philosophy, and reason, and piety, and 
ie experience of mature age? 
“Phe impressions of early years are so deep and lasting, 
aat we may, almost infallibly judge, from the instructions 
hich a child receives, what will be the character of that 
hild when he arrives to manhood. Has he been taught te 
‘srespect his parents, and to indulge himself in all the follies 
i childhood and youth ?—he will be a dangerous, an onhap- 
y member of society. Has he been taught. tolisp out oaths 
fore he knew their horrid import >—he will be a profane 
wearer! ‘There maybe a few solitary exceptions to this 
eneral rule, but the wisdom of the Wise Man will be toe 
ten verified. A child left to himself bringeth his mother to 
name. The mercy of God may indeed change the ferocity 
the tiger to the gentleness of the lamb, bit how small is 
he probability. Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
opard his spots? _ ‘The child advances to manhood in tlie 
ay he has been taught, he has followed the footsteps of a 
arent in the downward read to death, and what can influ- 
nce him to retrace his steps? Can it be expected that he 


Ml place greatér confidence in other teachers ‘than ia his 
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own parents? Let the pliant sapling become a sturdy, 
erooked tree, and where is the probability that it will ever 
become strait? ‘The adverse tempest may straiten it for a 
time, but if it do not break, it will retarn with the clear sky 
to its former curvity. So the storm of afflictions, if it do 
not destroy the-perverse youth, may turn his feet towards the 
path of virtue, but when the storm is abated, he will retum 
tothe paths of death! ‘The strength and durability of early 
impressions, is also (for the encouragement of pious parents) 
strikingly exemplified in the lives of many pious men. The 
impressions which the excellent John Newton received in his 
early years, from his pious mother, could not be washed out 
by all the floods of iniquity that overwhelmed him. Often 
while indulging himself to the greatest lengths in vice, thes. 
impressions would steal upon him,fill him with bitter remorse 
and extort from him vows of reformation. The same ma 
be said of Buchanan; while wandering destitute and solitary 
depending upon his violin for support, grief mingled with the 
strains of his music, as he thought ona distant pious mother 
The same may be said of Augustin, and the same of many 
others.—Oh! the inestimable blessing—a pious mother! 
Were children universally under the instruction of piou 
mothers, the thorn and the bramble would yield to the myr 
tle and the rose—the moral wilderness would bloom lik 
Eden. ‘To the man of enlarged views, and generous feel 
ings, no scene can be presented more heavenly, than a littl 
circle of children listening to the admonitions of a pic: 
mother—no scene can be presented more sickening than 
little circle neglected and abandoned to idleness and iniquity 
He beholds in them the rulers of a nation yet unborn—h 
sees that under their administration, the civil and religiou 
institutions, which have been reared ‘by the wisdom and beg P* 
neficence, of ages, are to stand or fall. He feels that unde th 
their cultivation the earth is to wither away like the dese! 
or to bloom like the rose! I can never behold, says an em 
nent statesman, a little circle of neglected children, witho i 
feeling *the most melancholy emotions. Who knows but C 
that little circle of neglected triflers, there may be som hi 
mind formed of the finest mould—some Milton filled wi " 
celestial fire—some Curran in whose breast rest the destiniq h 
of an empire! With still greater emotions will the Chri. ' 
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Come and See. * 15 


ian philanthropist look upon such a circle. Who knows, 
will he say, but in that little circle of neglected triflers, there 
may be some Whitfield, upon whose life heaven has made to 
depend the salvation of millions !—some Swartz who is to 
become the star of Bethlehem to nations who are sitting in 
the region and shadow of death! ° 

O! ye parents, have you weighed well the important 
sharge committed to your hands? Are you sensible of the 
vast consequences which are to result from the proper in- 
struction or neglect of your children? ‘Then be intreated 
to educate your precious offspring in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. A. SP. 


% 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
* COME AND SEE.” 


See what? A man whom God approves-—an example 
worthy imitation. If God should declare from heaven, that 
some man now living was a fit example for those who would 
attain eternal life, who would not be anxious to know that 
man? But come and see. We have the characters of 
those whom God has expressly approved. Abraham, though 
now in heaven, has left us his example, and by following it 
we are assured of a place to lean upon his bosom at the ban- 
quet above. 

We cannot enumerate all the traits of Abraham’s char- 
acter ; we will only hint ata few, and request the reader to 
peruse attentiveiy all that is said of him in the bible. 

He was a’ man of prayer. It is repeatedly mentioned, 
that wherever he took up his abode, “ he built an altar unto 
the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord :” that is, 
made provision for daily worship im his family. And we 
may notice the same practice in all the ancient people of 
God. They sought the Lord by prayer, and offered to 
him their daily sacrifices. In the time of the Apostles, 


‘christians were known by the name of “ those that call upon 


the name of the Lord :” and among the heathen at this day, 
such as become christians are called “ the praying people ;” 














16 Come and See. 


because a christian will pray in whatever age or country he 
may live:—A prayerless christian is a contradiction ii 
terms. 

Abraham was a peaceable and benevolent man. Ob- 
serve his conduct. When he and Lot, his nephew, became 
rich in herds and,flocks, there arose a strife concerning the 
pasture ground. “ Let there be no strife, I pray thee, said 
he, between me and thee, for we are brethren: go either to 
the right or to the left, as you may choose ; the whole coun- 
try is before you.” Observe, Abraham, to whom that whole 
region was given by God, 1s ready at once to give up his own 
claim and interest for the sake of peace—An example worthy 
any christian—* Blessed are the peace-makers.” Again: 
when Lot with his whole family and property, with all the 
people of Sodom were taken in war, as soon as Abraham 
had intelligence, he pursued the enemy and rescued the whole 
of their prey. Not a farthing would he accept as a reward: 
he had only done as he would have been done by. Such 
acts of benevelence furnish their own reward to every good 
man’s breast. 

Take one instance of his hospitahty. “As he sat in his 
tent door in the heat of the day, (this was ancient simplicity) 
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and lo, three men stood by 
him, and he,ran to meet them, and kindly offered, nay, urged 
them to accept his hospitality ; water to wash their feet, and 
shade of bower, and his frugal repast. Upon further ac- 
quaintance he was amply repaid for all his kindness. Where- 
fore, says Paul, “ be not forgetful to entertain strangers, fo: 
thereby some have entertained Angels.” 

Truth forbids that we should pass unnoticed another part 
vf his character. However humiliating the fact, the sacred 
historian relates frankly, that with all his excellencies, Abra- 
ham was frail and sinful. He was twice openly convicted 
of falsehood in denying his wife, and by so doing exposed 
himself and her to great disgrace. He seems not to have 
been instigated by any corrupt passion or evil design, but his 
whole guilt arises from unbelief, a want of that confidence in 
God, which he possessed at other times in an eminent degree. 
‘‘ [ thought, said he, surely the fear of God is not in this 

place.” He should have known, that ‘‘ duty is always the 
path ef safety,” and that God will never approve of doing 
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Come and See. 17 


wrong for the sake of accommodating ourselves te others. 
We offer no apology for him, because the bible offers none. 
It is worthy of notice to observe the frankness with which 
the sacred writers record the faults of the best of men. 
Abraham, David, Peter and others, were found guilty. The 
facts concerning each case are simply stated, without com- 
ment or palliation. But mark, they generally gave more 
decisive evidence of piety by their repentance and godly sor- 
row for their crimes, than by any other acts in their whole 
lives. Let those who would take occasion to sin from their 
examples, remember the pein and deep distress which David 
experienced in his repentance, and which real repentance 
will always produce. | 

We find Abraham placed in several very interesting situa> 
tions, and receiving many peculiar tokens of divine favour. 
Being made acquainted with the secret determination of God 
to overthrow Sodom, he pleads with importunity for its pres- 
ervation. He addresses the Angel with great skill, yet with 
the utmost respect and reverence ; and when he was assured 
that if ten pious persons could be found in that city, it should 
be spared, he hoped he had prevailed. But “ early in the 
morning he looked towards Sodom and Gomorrah, and lo, 
the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a great 
furnace.” Lot who dwelt in Sodom was spared, because, it 
is said, God remembered Abraham. A striking proof of the 
value of pious, godly friends. 

For no one thing is Abraham so distinguished as for his 
faith, his simple confidence in the declarations of God. He 
gave full proof of this in a variety of ways; and it is in this 
part of his character we find that which renders a man ap- 
approved by God. Since all men are sinners, all who are 
saved, must be justified by faith,—the very same faith, 
‘‘ which was: accounted unto Abraham for. righteousness.” 
An obedient child will put all his trust and confidence in his 
parent, whom he knows is kind, affectionate, wise and dis- 
creet. In the same manner will an obedient heart trust in 
God, the wisest and best of all parents. It will receive his 
word, the Savieur whom he has provided, and obey in all 
things. (This is the faith which Abraham possessed. Ob- 
serve how it was maifested. When he was called to go into 


a strange land to dwell, “ be obeved and went, not knowing 
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whither he went.” So when a son was promised him in his 
old age, * he staggered not at the promise of God, but against 
hope believed in hope, being fully persuaded, that what 
God had promised he was able to perform; and therefore it 
was imputed to him for righteousness.” — This is the account 
given of Abraham’s faith—atemper of heart which God has 
made the only condition of justification for every man 

The last and greatest trial of Abraham’s trust in Ged was 
the command to sacrifice his son Isaac—the object of so ma- 
ay prayers, the delight of his heart, the pledge of fature bles- 
sings to his posterity and to the world. Yes, he must offer 
his son, hits ouly son, Isaac, with his own hand for a burnt-of- 
fering. The command came. Early the next morning he 
rose up, took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac, and set-off for the place “which God had appointed. 
On the third day they arrived. All this time Abraham had 
told no one his real design. ‘Tothe youug men, he said, “a- 
bide ye here, and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 
and come again to you.” Methinks his voice here faultered, 
for his son was to return there no more. “ Isaac took the 
wood for the burnt offering, and he took the fire in his hand 
and the knife, and they w etit both of them together.” Oh, 
ye fathers, w hat must have been his feelings? They said 
but little : ‘for what couldthey say? Isaae went like a lamb 
to the slaughter, ignorant and cheerful; but not so with the 
father—now almost ready to yield to his feelings, now firm 
and resolute. They proceed; “ My father, said Isaac, be- 
hold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb fur the burnt 
offering?” Abraham’s heart is full, but repressing the strug- 
gle, says “ My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 
burat-oflering. ” So they went on. They at length arrive 
at the fatal spot. Abraham is yet firm. He builds an altar, 
lays the wood in order, then binds Isaac, his son, lays him on the 
altar upon the wood, stretches forth his hand, takes the knife, 
and ———- — the*voice. from heaven cried, hold, lay not 
thy hand upon the lad:. for now I know thou fenrést God.” 
A full proofindeed. Who will ever more distrust the Lord? 


* Oh, for a strong and lasting faith, 
« To eredit what the Almighty saith.” 
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Hints on the Education of Chiidren. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
HINTS ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 


‘Stop, my dear,” said one of the older members of the 
family to a small child that was busy at its play, “can you 
tell Mr. ————- what is a lier” Immediately, folding its 
hands, and assuming a serious look, it replied, “Tis saying 
[have not got a piece of cucumber in my hands, w hen I 
have.” ‘This answer had been part of its punishment for its 
first violation of the truth. 

Can there be a more excellent method of instructing a 
child in the true nature of falsehood, or of impressing on its 
mind the admonitions and prayers which were used on the 
occasion of its earliest offence ? 

In justice to the little girl, who is not three years of age, 
it ought to-be stated, that ever since, she has been a strict ob- 
server of truth, 

The same little child, whenever she receives any money 
rom her friends, is in the habit of running with it to a chari- 
ty box, near by, for the education of heathen children, and a 
smile from mama, and papa’s commendation, give her more 
satisfaction than ten times the sim expended for toys or fruit. 
Indeed, so much has she said and done for the poor heathen 
children, that no object seems so dear to her as the missiona- 
'y cause. She is continually making inquiries about the 
heathen, has a strong attachment to missionaries, and is 
quite impatient to have them go and instruct the poor chil- 
dren. Being told, that a certain gentleman, who was pursu- 
ing the study of theology, was going to carry the Bible to 
the Heathen, and tell them about the Saviour, she replied, 
“Why don’t he go now 2” 

Much has been said and written on the subject of encour- 
aging in children the exercise of charity, but how little has 
been done! Are there not some among the youthful read- 
ers of the Guardian, who have never been taught to consider 
ita duty to give to the Missionary or Bible Societies? And 
may not the eye of some parent glatice over these pages, who 
has never encouraged his child to bestow a part of his pock« 
et money on charitable objects? Let all parents awake to 
this duty, and let all children pursue the same course of the 
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little girl we have mentioned, and when the next generation 
comes upon the stage, there will be no want of funds for the 
great benevolent objects of the present day. N, 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
THE CONVICT. 


~ Clothed in the party-coloured dress of § 
the prison, he was bending over his daily task, and appeared 
not to netice the approach of his visitors. From the indis- 
tinct view which our situation afforded, sorrow seemed te 
have drawn her lines deep on his countenance. His hoary 
head, that “ crown of glory when found in the ways of right- 
eousness,”’ notwithstanding the associations of his dungeon, 





-could not but inspire compassion and respect. 


And was there no motive, I said to myself, which could 
have restrained him from signing the fatal name? If he had 
not the fear of God before his eyes, were there no ties of 
family and friendship to influence him ? Atthis mo- 
mefit a petition for admittance within the walls, was present- 
ed, and presently two young men appeared, and, according 
to the regulation of the prison, took their seat at a distance 
from its unhappy inmate They were his chil 
dren. Twas honourable to their feelings, me- 
thought, that in the midst of his crimes, they still acknowl- 
edged their father. For a long time they mingled their teans§ 
in silence, while we turned aside to conceal our emotions.§ : 
At length a respectful, yet formal conversation commenced on | 
the part of the sons, when finding our presence a restraint 
sve withdrew. 

As we passed through the doors of the gloomy abode, Jf : 
was led to reflect-how entire and how dreadful is that deprav§ s 
ity which thus breaks over all the barriers of reputationg 
friendship, and kindred, erected by a benevolent Creatorg n 
and how blessed is that religion, which enables us to subduc§ 
all our unlawful passions, and to “ bring every thought int@ ¢' 
captivity, to the obedience of Christ.” N. § i 
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Account of Eliza. 
GOMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ACCOUNT OF ELIZA. 


liza was the daughter of reputable parents. She pos- 
sessed by nature a lively imagination, and an uucommon 
share of wit, together with all those engaging external ac- 
complishments which the world so much admire. She was 
easy in her deportment—affable in her manners—her person 
was elegant—her countenance expressive and animated, and 
the bloom of health glowed on her cheek. Her education 
was not so good as might have been expected from her pa- 
rents’ Situation in life, yet the brijliancyjof her natural talents 
supplied every deficiency, and rendered her at seventeen the 
delight of all companies wificlrshe frequented. ‘To make a 
figure in the ball-room—to shine unrivalled in the party, 
formed the summit-of her wishes. . From pleasure to pleas- 
ure, from one scene of amusement to another, she constantly 
roved in quest of happiness. Her situationin life was eleva- 
ted, her company was courted, her vanity was flattered, but 
still Eliza was not happy. Some wish always remained un- 
gratified to mar her joy, or some more fortunate fair, occa- 
sionally attracted that notice, and gained that applause, 
which she wished to possess unrivalled, and caused the sting 
ef envy to rankle in her heart. ‘ 

By nature the mind of liza was adorned with many ex- 
cellent qualities. She was generous, charitable and humane. 
She possessed much of the milk of human kindness. How 
delightful to have seen these qualities exerted to meliorate the 
condition of mankind—to soothe the wretched, and comfort 
the afilicted. But alas! the love of dissipation engrossed the 
whole soul of Eliza. 

At the age of eighteen she became acquainted with Philander, 
a man of wealth and respectability, young and gay like her- 
self—they were mutually pleased with each other, and enter- 
ed into engagements. A few months were to consummate their 
marriage. But in the interval the health of Eliza began to 
decline. At first it wasso gradual as to be scarcely percep- 
tible, and she still continued her ‘amusements. Her debility 
ingreaacd, and her friends began to be alarmed, but still her 
amusements were continued—to relinquish them would be te 
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confess herself sick. She still received her friends with an 
air of gaiety, and entertained them with her usual vivacity, 
She never complained ; but her hollow voice, her emaciated 
frame, her pallid cheek and languid eye, but too plainly 
spoke what she wished to conceal. The thought of death 
would sometimes steal into her mind, but she immediately 
banished it. What, the young, the lovely Eliza die ! the idol 
of her parents—the envy of her acquaintance, and so soon to 
be united to her beloved Philander—she die? Impossible. 
But all the reasoning of Eliza did not retard the progress of 
her disorder. She was soon obliged to quit the ball-room, 
and the theatre, for a chamber o7 sickness. She now had 
time for reflection. Every medical assistance which could 
be obtained she had, but still she declined rapidly. Now it 
was that she began to think she fhust die. But, Oh! whata 
thought was here. It was a dagger to her heart. It chill’d 
the crimson current in her veins. Draw near ye giddy 
thoughtless fair ones, who spend:your time in mirth and dis- 
sipation ; draw near, and behold. the young, the so lately 
lovely and charming Eliza, on a bed of sickness and death. 
She is no longer that volatile and thoughtless thing which so 
lately “sparkled at the ball, and glittered in the ring.” Is 
that the countenance which once excited so much admiration? 
Alas, how great the change? The rose has faded from her 
cheek—dim js the lustre of her fine dark eyes. Her trem- 
bling limbs will no longer support her frame? She feels that 
she must die. She begins to think of the grave. And must 
she leave her beloved friends and her Philander too, for a 
narrew bed of earth—a prey to the nauseous worm ?—O 
chilling thought! But she considers farther : have I not a 
soul? - Will that expire with my body? Ah! would it did. 
Alas ! now it is that death appears in all its horrors. Ihave 
a soul, says Eliza, which can never die. I must die in my 
sins, and eternal misery must be my portion. Now it is that 
she looks around her with horror avd wild despair. Even 
the idol of her soul, who stands by her pillow in speechless 
agony, is no longer regarded. J must die, I must die, says 
the wretched Eliza, and I must be forever miserable. O 
what a life have I lived—an atheist life—I have lived just as 
i should had there been no God, no heaven, no hell. Horror J 
and dismay fill the house so lately devoted to mirth. Her 
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parents, unable to afford the least: relief, retire from a scene 
soshocking. Whatis to be done? A pious clergyman is 
sent for—He comes. and finds Eliza in an agony of despair, 
crying out, O miserable sinner—hell must be my portion. 
O sir, said she, is there any hope for one so vile? He opens 
to her the plan of salvation—reads to her the book of God— 
that book which for years she could scarcely find time to open 
even on the Sabbath. He lifts ap his voice in prayer—A 
gleam of hepe beams on the dark mind of Eliza. She pleads 
for mercy—O Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on a dy- 
ing sinner—Lord save me, I perish. To the last hour of her 
life she ceased not to pray for pardon.—She Jamented with 
bitter anguish her past life—and would often say, O were it 


possible for me to recover, how differently should I live from 


what I have done. The pious clergyman who visited her 
till the last, has some hope that she made a happy change ; 
but this must be left till the “ great day of dread decision.”— 
The Lord grant that the case of Eliza may be a warning to 
others not to delay repentance till a dying hour. 
VERONICA. 


————— 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


-‘ The year rolls round, and steals away’”’ 
The hours which first it gave. 


‘My dear Young Friends, 


I cannot address you at this interesting period, without 
solemn emotions. Do you ask methe reason? “ Have you 
heard,” you will exclaim, “that a father, mother, brother, 
or sister, has gone to the land of silence, and that we now 
remain in poverty and distress!” No. I know not that this 
is the case with regard to any of you. Do youstill ask the 
reason of my feelings? I reply, another year is gone. You 
have probably been round with the accustomed ceremony of 
wishing: your companions and friends a happy new year. 
But have you not forgotten yourselves? Do you wish to be 
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happy ? Ordo you know in what true happiness consists 
I can give you no better advice, with which to commence the 
present year, than to tell you what you must do in order to 
be happy. 

To be happy, you must be good. Do you ask, “ what is 
it to be good r” Be dutiful, diligent, peaceable, benevolent, 
pious. 

You must be dutiful. 

‘Phere is no happiness in disobedience. Our first parents 
in Paradise, were happy. But the moment they disobeyed 
their hea. enly Father. they became wretched. Men have 
often disobeyed their rulers, and made themselves miserable. 
Children have often disobeyed their parents, and made them- 
selves unhappy. Does not your own experience tell you so ? 
when by some wicked action you have provoked their frown: 
do you not feel ashamed? Does not the recollection that 
you have created a bitter pang in the bosom of those who 
love you, cause pain? Ah, why do you weep when they 
east on you the look of disapprobation, and seek to retire 
from their presence? You do feel unhappy. You know 
that your parents watch over your tender years with care; 
and are anxious to bestow upon you every comfort which 
you ought to receive. They have a kind regard for your 
health. They have seen other children, during the past year, 
snatched away in the bloom of youth, while you their off 
spring, are spared to receive new smiles of their. favour. 
But they are more anxious for your souls, than for your bod- 
ies. Did they never take you aside to pray with your Did 

you never hear them say, in the evening and morning sacri- 
fice, “ O Lord, bless the children?” And can you disobey 
such parents, and not be unhappy? 

You must also be diligent. 

Young persons often think they have nothing todo. This 
is a wrongimpression. ‘They have much to do. 

Dear friends, you have much knowledge to acquire. 
Much knowledse of God—much knowiedge of your sinful 
hearts; and much knowledge which will make you useful in 
the world. Without diligence you cannot obtain this knowl- 
edge. Without tiris knowledge, to some extent, you cannot 
be happy. Will you not, therefore, strive to improve the 
present year, better than you have done the past. 

In the next place, you must be peaceable. 
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Ifappiness cannot dwell. with discord. And contention 
among youth is peculiarly distressing. This you know by 
your own eapayieace. Did you eyer enjoy any real happi- 
ness in endeavouring to torment your compani ons? Did 
you ever receive . ~y pleasure from the society of these youth 
who were mad and quarrelsome i PrP Ah, no. How often 
have you let those vile passions rjse which destroy the love- 
liness of youth. How often have you carried home the 
tale of woe, to sadden the hearts of your fond parents. If 
then, dear youth, you wish to be happy, lay aside these pas- 
sions, and cultivate a mild aud peaceabletemper. Let this 


year be spent without sufiering one emotion of anger to rise in 


your bosoms. 
- Another indispensable qualification in order to make you 
happy, is benevolence. By this, I mean a temper of mind 
which leads you todo good to others—to vour parents, 
brothers and sisters, relations and friends, and all mankind. 
Without this temper you will not be disposed to pity and re- 
lieve them in distress ; and consequently can never experi- 
ence the happiness of doing good. You have often been 
told by ‘your mother, or instructress, of the pocr heathen 
youth, who have no Guardian to read, no Bibles, no pious 
parents. Benevolence will make you friendly towards them, 
and disposed te send them aid. Some youth have been will- 
ing to deny renege omer many comforts, that they might have 
more money to give to the heathen. Have not you your- 
selves often wished that you had more cents to put into the 
charity box? Benevolence will make you use the means to 
obtain them: and after you have obtained them, make you 
feel more delight in giving them to send Missionaries to the 
heathen, than in purchasing foolish toys. Dut we wish you 
should be willing not only to give your money, but in a few 
years, to go yourselves to carry the gospel to the heathen 
-‘Thousands of these miserable youth, during the past year, 
have gone to Eternity. Some have been thrown into the 
water by their cruel mothers, and destroyed. Are you not 
willing to go, and tell these parents that it is wicked thus to 
three away their children? Ask your parents if they can 
do any thing more noble than to devote you to the cause of 
Christ among the heathen. Benevolence will lead you to 
3 
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say, “Twill go.” And you will enjoy happiness in nothing 
more than in doing good. 

But you ask me, “ will obedience, diligence, peaceful- 
ness, and benevolence, make me spend a happy year? I 
answer no. I will add to these another qualification which 
will complete your happiness. ‘That is piety. ‘This is the 
pearl of great price. Without this, you cannot be happy. 
Piety will subdue all those vile passions which make you 
contentious, disobedient, and sin against God. It will make 
you lovely and amiable. It will make you love the Saviour, 
Jove to pray to him, and loveto serve him. Now, dear 
friends, look back upon the past year. Can you not call to 
mind many seasons when you have disobeyed your parents ? 
Have you not wasted much of your precious time which 
you ought to have spent in preparing for heaven? Have 
you become pious, during the past year, and devoted your 
youthful days to Christ? I know of some dear youth, avho 
hope the last year has been to them a happy oue. Has it 
been soto you? If not, let me entreat you to begin now to 
seek an interest in the Saviour. You know not that you 
shall ever see the commencement of another year? And i} 
you should suddenly be called to die, Oh where would be 
your souls | 

I have now endeavoured to point out to you the way to 
happiness. Pursue it; and you shall have the happiest year 
you ever experienced. | Pursue it, and you shall have a hap- 
py life. Pursue it, and you shall havea happy death. Pur- 
sue it, and you shall have a happy Eternity. O. L. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE SENTIMENTS OF SABBATH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS. 


It is sometimes objected, by parents, against the establish- 
ment of Sabbath schools in our villages, that they are not 
needed—that they are designed only for the unlettered chil- 
dren of poverty—that rich parents can instruct their chil- 
dren without the assistance of these pedantic boys and girls 
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who seem to think that none are so capable as they of trains 
ing up children “in the way they should go.” Without 
stopping to prove that the children of the rich, with reference 
to religious instruction, are more neglected than others, or 
io answer this unfounded and ungenerous charge against 
Sabbath school teachers, we proceed to express some of 
our sentiments on the subject of Sabbath school instruction. 
We shall confine ourselves, now, to a few remarks on the 
duty of parents to support these schools. Not that we con- 
sider them sufficient to supercede parental instruction in the 
retirement of domestic circle, but as pre-eminently well caleu- 
; jJated to render those instructions more pleasant and useful. 

it is much to be regretted that parents, a acknowledge the 
correctness of this sentiment, and feel, in some measure, the 
need they stand in of the assistance which the school furnish- 
es, are so remiss in doing their duty, that, within sight of 
their own dwellings, they see their school pine and die. It 
is acknowledged that ours is an institution which “lays the 
axe at the root,” of every vice to which children are addict- 
ed or exposed ; and parents give their good wishes and their 
money for its support. ‘These are necessary and acceptable ; 
but we wish them to femember that these will not support 
the establishment—at least with’ these alone it cannot long 
flourish. Well directed personal exertion is worth more 
than both. Wedo not attribute the absence or negligence 
of children wholly to their parents—we believe that the chil- 
dren are always in the fault at these times. After the novel- 
tv, which attended the duties of schools is over, children are 
sometimes reluctant to attend and the exertions of parents 
preve insufficien; to conquer this reluctance. ‘They tell us 
that they wish their children to attend the school, and to ef- 
fect this, they have coaxed, and flattered, and hired, and even 
Whipped them, till they are tired, and they have no alterna- 
live but to give them up to their own inclinations. Coaxing 
and flattery will answer a turn or two very well, but the ex- 
perience of every parent can testify thatthey soon lose their 
influence—therefore they are not to be relied on. We ob- 
j. Peet to hiring as a common practice, for its tendency is per- 
|- NIciOUs. - Ht begets and nourishes a covetous spirit, against 
i, — ecu the Bible solemaly protests. It is a principle which 
_ §— corrupts, debases and enslaves the mind. As an incentive to 
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rood actions its influence mest necessarily be very linia, 
and, we be lieve, calculated to lead to the practice of fraud 
and villany. Itis injurious, % as it subverts one prime object of 
our establishment, viz. the implantation of pure principles 
of action. Whipping a child to make him attend Sabbath 
school, appears tous very much to resemble the wild and 
bigoted spirit of Mahomet, and we are fuliy satisfied that no 
child will excel, in a school of this kind, that is animated 
by no other principle than this. Whattien is to be done? 
they will not long attend of their own accord. ‘To dictate 
what parents shall do is not our province, but we solicit 
the privilege of stating to them some of our sentiments 
on this interesting subject, which we expect will serve to 
lead them toa more caretul investigation of it, rather than 
instruct them. ‘A more excellent way” than is generally 
pursued to fill our school rooms we believe can be devised. 
The energies of the mind can never be fuily enlisted in a ser- 
vice, the nature and design of which have never been dis- 
closed to it. Itis therefore deemed important that childrer 
be made familiarly acquainted with the design and impor- 
tance of the school. ‘To tell a child that it is a pretty thing 
for him to learn the Bible and ii he does he will get some 
fine iittle books on the quarter uay, must be considered by 
every one, a very deficient explanation—and yet this is all 
that one half of the scholars ever get from their parents. In- 
stead of this, we think that the result would be much happier 
ifthey were made acquainted with the origin, authenticity, and 
importance of the bible, that it is given as the rule of their 
conduct, and for them to be ignorant of its precepts and pro- 
hibitions, is infinitely more dangerous than to walk among 
enemies and pitlalls without light. ‘T'bese iljustrations, given 
with affection, and accommodated to their capacity, would 
give them such an insight into our design, and so display its 
importance as to put to flight a whole host of petty objections 
which now keep tiem from school. 

very experienced mind can witness that we learn_ more 
easily, and longer retain that which we comprehend, than 
thai which we do not. We, therefore, recommend to par- 
ents, to explain to thew children their lessons before they 
commit them. 
Many paits of Scripture, the parables especially, are drawn 
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from natural objects. Were the relation between them pwro- 
yerly made known to the child, the almost certain result is, 
that he will never see the object without recollecting the in- 
structions drawn from it. This would furnish an antidote to 
the allurements of the world—place a restraint upoa his pas- 
sions and lead his thoughts “through nature up to nature’s 
God.” How uninteresting are the works of creation to. the 
multitude for the want of a knowledge of the instruetions 
which wisdom has deduced from them; and who may esti- 
mate the benefits of possessing them! Instead of a task, par- 
ents will find a pleasure in the exercise. We believe that 
parents might do much for our schools if they would visit the 
children, in their neighbouxfiood, individually, as often, at 
least as once a quarter. The object of these visits should 
be to encourage the children to attend school and observe 
the duties of our holy religion. In every neighbourhood there 
are poor children who stay from school for want of clothes. 
Let it be remembered, that true benevoleace cares for the 
body as well as soul, especially when the soul is to be bene- 
fitted through the body. These children should be sought 
out and clothed, and kept at school. Children, as well as 
erewn people, are fond of notice, and while pursuing right 
objects they merit it and have a right to expect it. Parents 
may excuse themselves from discharging th‘s duty, by put- 
ting it upon ministers and teachers. It certainly is their du- 
ty, but so long as parents neglect it, they pull down what we 
build, and they are answerable for the injury done. 

It has been objecied to our teaching, that we are young 
and inexperienced, and many of us too little acquainted with 
the Bible to teach. To this objection we oppose an argu- 
ment predicated on a principle of nature, whose laws are 
fixed. ‘The argument is this—if the objectjon were well 
founded, we s!-suld see parents, ever watchful for their chil- 
dren’s good, seated by their children in school, listening 
with breathless silence to learn what doctrines we teach and 
what principles we inculcate. Wise parents will not surely, 
suffer the religious character of their children to be trifled 
with! ‘Phey will superintend its formation. But we ask 
parents,”"and we do ask with seriousness, if they have, by 
their frequent entrance into our school rooms, lighted up 


every countenance with a smile—whether they have by their 
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humble and fervent prayers, fer our success, given us to 
hope that God would bless us—whether they have, by their 
animated and instructive addresses, prompted the children 
to new exertions and imparted to us strength and zeal, in 
this good work? These are questions every parent should 
answer with seriousness, although put by their juniors. 
Sabbath school teachers, are not of celestial origin, as 
the conduct of parents intimate, but they are “ subject to like 
passions as other men.” ‘They are not so perfectly destiiute 
of feeling, nor are the advantages to be gained by their ser- 
vices so exclusively their own, that they are to be discourag- 
ed by no opposition or impeded by obstacles or tembarras- 
sed by difficulties. For their works’ sake they merit and 
expect the countenance, encouragement and counsel of those 
for whose benefit they so unwearedly labour. So perfect is 
our dependance on God, for every thing, that all will expect 
us to say something about prayer for the schools. We regret 
that it is necessary to say any thing on this subject, for all, 
long before this, should have felt its importance. But we 
have to mourn that the pulpit seldom bears testimony to the 
anxious solicitude of our ministers for us. We attend prayer- 
meeting after prayer-meeting, and hear not a petition offered 
to Almighty God for teachers and schools. We wish, we 
earnestly beg, that ministers and all that pray would “ pray 
for us”—and we put it to their consciences, whether there is 
an object more deserving of special notice at the mercy seat? 
Children are deserving of more notice than they receive ; 
for to them will soon be committed the interests of church 
and state, and these will be prosperous or otherwise as chil- 
dren are regarded now. We might speak of the importance 
of selecting company and sports for children, and many 
other things which are highly important ; but we are happy 
to have it in our power to refer parents to a work on 
Christian Education, by J. Babington, which is replete 
with entertainment and instruction on these subjects. No 
one who has read it can williugly live without itt—and those 
who have not, should immediately purchase it, as it will do 
much towards ‘qualifying them for the duties of their stations 
and the reading of it will afford them entertainment. 
Parents, we need your assistance: not in the ways, mere- 
ly, which we have mentioned, but in numberless other ways, 
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which present themselves if you will pay this interesting and 
too much neglected subject proper attention. Our circum- 
stances furnish us with a right to demand your assistance ; 
but we are not ambitious of rule—to do good is our object ; 

and for your children’s sake and the church’s, we entreat 


} your Co- -operation. Our design is to furnish your children with 


instruction, which, accompanied with the blessing of God, 

will prove a necessary guide through the mazes of this dark 
world—which will be sheit salvation from the vices incident 
to this state of existence and the fearful consequences of sin. 
This merits your constant attention. As teachers, let us re- 
member that onward is the line of our march—our object is 
surpassed in excellence by none, and if our motives are good 
we have not a retrograde step to take. Onward is our duty, 
and while serving Sabbath schogls let onward. be our motto, 
If we make “flesh our arm” we. shall be “cursed” with 
the frustration of our best laid schemes—with the failure of 
our fondest hopes, and the total ruin of our every plan to do 
good. But laying hold on the strength of an Almighty arm, 
we shall succed in accomplishing our benevolent plans. The 
cold winds from the bleak and barren cliffs of parental in- 
difference shall not cool our zeal—the billows of calumny and 
reproach, though e may retard, shall not hinder us in our 
course—with truth for our bottom and Jesus for our Pilot, 

we will ride triumphantly inte the haven of success—and 
when the storms of life ave over, we shall be accompanied or 
followed by children of our_charge “ into the haven of rest,’? 
where our service will be as ceaseless and perfect as our bliss, 
That we fail not of this consumate bliss, let our prayers as- 
cend more frequently, fervently and humbly to Almighty 
God, from whom alone cometh oyr success and salvation. 


A TEACHER. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
MISSIONARY COLLEGE AT SERAMPORE. 


Christians in this country have been peculiarly pleased in 
the reception of a visit from the Rev. Mr. Ward, a Baptist 











$2 Relicious Intelligence. 


Missionary from Serampore. His visit to this country was. 
to solicit aid for the support of converted natives, while ob- 
taining scriptural knowledge in the Missionary College, re- 
cently formed at Serampore. In the important places where 
he has called, the subscriptions have been handsome. His 
account of the deplorable state of the heathen in the east is 
truly affecting. ‘Ihe speeches he has delivered upon par- 
ticular occasions, afiorded much interesting information res. 
pecting missionary operations in India, and their success, and 
the many instances of conversion among the pagans by the 
circulation of the Scriptures. The number of printing press- 
es at Serampore, he stated to be 16—the oriental languages 


in which the Scriptures are printed 25; and the number of 


native schools under their care 111. In these schools up- 
wards of 10,000 children have the means of education.— 
Hundreds, said Mr. W. ., Who a few years ago worshipped 
gods made by the hands of man, are now humble and sin- 
cere worshippers of the living and true God. In England 
and Scotland, he obtained more than_ 16,500 dollars for the 

native Missionary College. The expense of the buildings 
are to be met in India, and the sum collected in Europe aid 
America, is to be invested in the hands of Trustees in Lon- 
don, and the interest to be remitted annually to Serampore. 
The importance of this College is indescribable, as the ad- 
vantage of having native teachers to propagate christiani'y 
there, is every way great. “ Heathen youths, supported by 
their friends, are beginning to assemble at Serampore, fron 
ali parts of India; they are te have the benefits of this Col. 
lege, and access to its lectures, without fee or reward. ‘The 
general hght which will be thus widely diffused amongst the 
heathen, added to the instruction which will be afforded by 
an extensive library now forming, by a large scientific and 
philosophical apparatus, and by the books which will issue 
from the College, must, at no distant period, produce a greal 
mental and moral change in a country which has remained 
in the grossest darkness from the earliest ages.” Dr. Carey 
and his Colleagues have trained up more than fifty native 
preachers 5 and the inestimable blessings of Christianity ai 
conferred on multitudes by these heralds of the cross, whic 


God has been pleased to give those devoted labourers aff 


seals of their mission. 











Revivals of Religion, 














































REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


vas, 

ob- Povivale af ‘eli ; ; | ] r ke ] at ] ; 
u jvevivais of religion are said fo have taken place, within a 
re- @ jew months, in Rochester, Stocibridge, and Pittsfield, Ver- 


rete Mont. The number of hopeful subjects in Rochester were 
His more than seventy—in the other two towns, abdut one hun- 
tis red. 

par- We are also happy to state, that the work of divine grace, 
res- @ which has been gradually progressing in this town for several 
and @ months past, still continues. On the last Sabbath in Decem- 
the ber seventy-three were added to the first ( Congregational 
ess: @ Church ; and on the first Sabbath in this month, the United 
ages MH Church expects to receive an accession of between forty and 
rool@ fifty. ‘Phe whole number of hopeful subjects is not definite- 
up- Bly kaown. ‘The work has not been rapid, but powerful ; and 


1. B marked with peculiar stillnessand solemnity. 
ped In North Killingworth the Lord has been recently carry- 


sin- B ing on his work with that power and rapidity, which has sel- 
land § dom if ever been witnessed in this State. In a letter, which 
‘ie B we received from there a few days since, it is stated, that one 
ings mundane and seven then stood propounded for admission to 
aud B the Church on the first Sabbath in this month. 

400+ To Haddam a pleasing work of grace has been experienced, 
ore. B and from thirty to fifty have hopefully shared in its rich bless- 
0-H ings, On the last Sabbath in December, about sixteen or 
YR seventeen publicly professed their faith in the Redeemer. 
dby® A revival has been progressing for several months in 
ronll®’ Woodbridge, and nearly one hundred are already rejoicing in 
Col: hope. 

The A revival of religion has very recently commenced in 
theif Wethersfield, and spread with such rapidity, that in a few 
d by weeks, more than one hundred were earnestly inquiring | 
and “ what they should do to be saved.” 
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utive Pall Mail (England) Sabbath School. 

, are 

sich Our feebi e labours which for several years had not been 
‘ attended by aby apparent success, have ef late been abundant- 


; 'y owned and rewarded, by a remarkable change which has 
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taken place in many of the young people belonging to ow 
school, and that in some whom we had almost given up as 
being proof against all admonitions and reprehensions ; for 
God whose thou: ghts are not as our thoughts, has been ‘ath: 
ciously pleased to manifest his unbounded mercy, by bring. 
ing many of them to a deep sense of their lost condition as 
fallen creatures, and by revealing his Son to them as an all 
Sufficient Saviour. 

i: may not be uninteresting briefly to mention the manner 
in which this revival took place. About eighteen months 
since, a meeting was commenced on Sunday evenings, after 
the close of public wership, in the school room under the 
Chapel, for the purpose of addressing the eldest children and 
youag people upon subjects connected with their best inter. 
ests; but this did not seem to produce any good effect for 
more than twelve months. About the close of ‘last year, 
however, we had the satisfaction of witnessing very singular 
evidences of the work of the Spirit of God, upon many of 
the young people; some of them were so deeply convinced 
of their woful state as guilty and undone creatures, as to oblige 
them to weep bitterly, and cry out with the utmost concern, 
* What shall we do to be saved?” others rejoiced exceed- 
ingly in the complete salvation which is in Christ, and sang 
sweetly of redeeming love. ‘I'wenty-five of them have al- 
ready joined the che arch, and their conversation, hitherto as 
far as we can ascertain, has been as becometh the Gospel. 
Several more are under serious impressions,who will doubtless 
ere long join us inchurch fellowship. It is our earnest prayer 
that the arm of the Lord may continue to work effectually 
amongst us, until all our children, from the greatest even to 
the least, are brought to a saving ‘knowledge of him. The 
beneficial effects of this revival are manifest throughout the 
schools at large, and there is now no difficulty in getting the 
children to do whatever is required of them —* These are the 

Lord’s dcing and they are marvellous in our eyes.” 

This imperfect relation will, we trust, tend to encourage 
our fellosy-labourers in Sunday schools to persevere in the 
use of every means calculated to impress the youthful mind 
with the necessity and importance of early religion ; for 
though they may have to sow in tears of SOrrOWgathey "shall 
assuredly reap with joy and gladness. Their labours shall 
not be in vain in the Lord.” 














as 





Persian Fable.—Extracts from Pilgrim’s Progress. 35 
PERSIAN FABLE. 


A drop of water fell out of a cloud into the sea, and finding 
itself lost in such an immensity of fluid matter, broke out into 
the following reflection; **Alas! what an insignificant creature 
am [ in this prodigious ocean of waters ; my existence is of no 


‘concern to the universe ; I am reduced to a kind of noihing, 
sand am less than the least of the works of God.” It so hap- 


pened, that an oyster, which lay in the neighbourhood of this 
drop, chanced to gape and swallow it up in the midst of this 
its humble soliloquy. The drop, says the fable, lay a great 
while hardening in the shell, till by degrees it was ripened in- 
to a pearl: which, falling into the hands of a diver, after a 
long series of adventures, is at present that famous pearl 
which is fixed on the top of the Persian diadem. 


MORAL. 

When you behold yourself surrounded by the infinitude of God's 
works, and feel yourself dwindle into nothing amidst the endless pro- 
fusion, think not that you are overlooked by the Omniscient eye of 
your Maker. Your every action, word and thought is observed by the 
eve of Omniscience, and is registered in beaven. You will never 


® cease to be an object of Ged’s observance ; and throngh eternity you 


will exist a monument of the just wrath of God, or you will shine as a 
pearl in the diadem of your Redeemer. 


EXTRACTS FROM PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. 


“One leak will sink a ship, and one sin will destroy a 
sinner.” 

‘ He that forgets his friend is ungrateful to him; but he 
that forgets his Saviour is unmerciful to himself.” 

“ He that lives in sin and looks for happiness hereafter, is 
like him that soweth cockle and thinks to fill his barn with 
wheat or barley.” 

“if « man would live well, jet him fetch his last day to 
him, aud make it always his company keeper.” 

“Tf the world which God sets light by, is counted a thing 
tb worth with men, what is heaven that God commend- 
eth F?? , 

_ © Every body will cry up the goc: ness of men but who 
Is Pig that is, as he should be, aflected with the govdness 
% God.? 4% 








Poetry. 
POETRY. 










COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 





ACROSTIC 
1 WISH—nay, wishes are but air— 
Would | c.uld raise one fervent prayer 
To God,—the Great, who rolls the spheres,— 
The Friend, who gives us all our years. 























YOU—children of a mortal birth, 
Dear, lovely, plants of mother earth ;— 





For you,—fair, dying, rising clay, 
Heirs of Eternity,—I pray. 


A few short years, and you were not’; 
A few short years, and you’re forgot ;— 
Forgot !—nay GOD remembers well, Ny 
To raise—judge—fix in heaven or hell ! 








HAPPY, thrice happy, then, the youth, 
Who hears his voice; believes his truth; y 
Obeys his will; hopes in his Son; 
And lives—a heaven on earth begun. 


NEW scenes of wonder, love, and joy, 
And trial his few days employ ;— 
Pleasure and-pain alike his friend— 
For Jesus loves him—to the end. 








ns YEAR, after year, with God begun; 


‘Thus sees new acts of duty done: 





Tili—O the year of glory too,— 
Eternity ts ever new. di 
THEODOSIUS 


